Laparoscopic salpingostomy with electrocautery in the management of tubal pregnancy.
From August, 1990 to May, 1991, all cases of tubal pregnancy presenting to King George V Hospital for Mothers and Infants were considered for laparoscopic salpingostomy. This procedure involved opening the affected Fallopian tube with diathermy, removal of ectopic tissue via the laparoscope, achieving haemostasis and leaving the tubal incision to heal by secondary intention. The procedure was undertaken in 35 patients and was successfully performed in 31 patients with an average operating time of 66.4 minutes (+/- 20.1 minutes). Average hospital stay was 2.1 days (+/- 1.3). This paper examines the technique and results of the initial learning curve for laparoscopic salpingostomy and finds that with knowledge of potential hazards and care in surgery, this operation can be safely carried out in a selected group of patients.